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however, has taken place; it is still proceeding, and
for the sake of fairness it should be assumed to be
complete. We ought to suppose religion to have
accepted the best human morality which reason and
goodness can work out, from philosophical, Christian,
or any other elements. When it has thus freed itself
from the pernicious consequences which result from
its identification with any bad moral doctrine, the
ground is clear for considering whether its useful
properties are exclusively inherent in it, or their
benefits can be obtained without it.

This essential portion of the inquiry into the tem-
poral usefulness of religion, is the subject of the present
Essay- It is a part which has been little treated of by
sceptical writers. The only direct discussion of it
with which I am acquainted, is in a short treatise,
understood to have been partly compiled from manu-
scripts of Mr. Bentham,* and abounding in just and
profound views; but which, as it appears to me,
presses many parts of the argument too hard. This
treatise, and the incidental remarks scattered through
the writings of M. Comte, are the only sources known
to me from which anything very pertinent to the
subject can be made available for the sceptical side of
the argument. I shall use both of them freely in the
sequel of the present discourse.

* " Analysis of the Influeace of Natural BeHgion on the Temporal
Hapyiness of Mankind."   By Philip Beanchamp.